Extended abdominoperineal resection with partial prostatectomy for T3 rectal cancer.
To describe and discuss extended abdominoperineal resection with partial prostatectomy using the ultrasonic harmonic scalpel as an alternative to total pelvic exenteration in lower rectal T3 cancer contiguous with the prostate. Extended abdominoperineal resection with partial prostatectomy was performed in 4 patients with lower rectal clinical stage T3 cancer contiguous with the prostate using the ultrasonic harmonic scalpel. The ultrasonic harmonic scalpel permitted en bloc dissection of the rectum and the posterior part of the prostate, removing all tumor and disruption of the normal urinary stream. Blood loss ranged from 600 to 2500 mL. The final pathologic stage was T2 in 1, T3 in 2 and T4 in 1 patient, and the surgical margins were clear in all patients. Urethral injury occurred in 1 patient, and 2 patients had postoperative urinary dysfunction. No patients required a urinary stoma or suffered recurrence. Extended abdominoperineal resection with partial prostatectomy using the ultrasonic harmonic scalpel is an attractive alternative to total pelvic exenteration for patients with lower rectal T3 cancer contiguous with the prostate.